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The Lord’s Prayer for Today (Matthew 6:9-13)

Sermon Series Outline 

*This sermon series covered each of the six major phrases of the Lord’s prayer in Matthew 6:9-13. Below is a summary and outline:

Summary
Faith doesn’t start with our needs and us; the foundation for faith begins with who He is.  However, the focus of faith is upon what we legitimately need. The first three primary phrases lay the foundation and the second three give focus to our needs.

Outline
Our Father in Heaven - Introduction
Hollowed be Thy Name - Reverence
Your Kingdom Come - Rulership
Your Will be Done - Release
Give Us Today Our Daily Bread - Provision
Forgive Us - Pardon (need for)
Deliver Us - Protection (need for)


The Lord’s Prayer for Today
2 Great Needs About Forgiveness

Exposition Proposition (Explanation) – Because God, through Jesus’ death, first forgave sins, man should forgive sins committed against them. 

I. God, through Jesus death, forgave debts/sins (6:12a)
1. The word for “debt” is opheilema, whereas Luke uses hamartia, “sin” (Luke 11:4). These are basically equal expressions, but with the additional nuance in Matthew that humans owe obedience to God for canceled sin.
a. Complimentary companion image – The parable of the wicked servant in Matthew 18:21-35
b. This sentiment is commonly found in Judaism: “Forgive your neighbor the wrong he has done, and then your sins will be pardoned when you pray” (Sir. 28:2). But it is radicalized in Jesus’ ministry. 
c. A hallmark of his new covenant ministry was his expiating (atone for wrongdoing) role in the forgiveness of sins, which scandalized his opponents (9:1 – 8). 
2. The passages on forgiveness cited from the Sermon on the Mount are directed at those who have already received God’s forgiveness. 
a. Forgiveness is not limited only to the community of believers.
3. Jewish teaching regarded sins as “debts” before God; the same Aramaic word could be used for both. 
a. Biblical law required the periodic forgiveness of monetary debtors (in the seventh and fiftieth years), so the illustration of forgiving debts would have been a graphic.
b. This debt is conceived as something owed God.
II. Jesus taught the release of debts/sins as evidence of God’s forgiveness (6:12b, 14-15)
1. Where forgiveness has been received, it is the natural, daily sign of the forgiven sinner’s gratitude to release sins of others.
a. Some have taken the second clause to mean that our forgiveness is the real cause of God’s forgiveness, i.e., that God’s forgiveness must be earned by our own.
1. God does not forgive us because we forgive others but on the basis of the blood of Christ (1 John 1:9). [footnoteRef:1] [1: Warren W. Wiersbe, Wiersbe's Expository Outlines on the New Testament (Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books, 1997, c1992), 32.] 

b. Those who have received forgiveness are so possessed with gratitude to God that they in turn will eagerly forgive those who are “debtors” to them. 
c. If we don’t forgive, it is evidence that we haven’t experienced forgiveness ourselves.
2. The point is strikingly reinforced in the parable of the unmerciful servant–forgiven much and yet unwilling to forgive little (Mt 18:23-35; note the moral at the end: v. 35.
a. Matthew 18:21-35
1. Jesus commanded that people forgive their fellow humans “seventy times seven” times (Mt 18:22; Lk 17:4), buttressed by a parable involving the canceling of debts (Mt 18:23–35).
2. The parable explains that failure to forgive excludes one from the kingdom, whose pattern is to forgive.
3. This is demonstrated negatively by the example of the wicked servant (Matt. 18:32-35).
4. Forgiveness of others is proof that that disciple’s sins are forgiven and he or she possesses salvation.
b. Man’s forgiveness of his debtor (Mt 6:12) and even of his enemy (Mt 5:38-48) comes about as the consequence of God’s forgiveness in Christ.
3. 6:14-15  - The only principle in the prayer that has an appendix to it. 
a. This is the one condition that Jesus sets for the one who would pray this prayer–readiness to forgive.
b. Distinguish between the concept of earning forgiveness (not taught) and adopting an attitude that makes forgiveness possible.

Theological (Principlization) – God, through Christ, forgives man’s sin. Therefore man should always forgive sins committed against them. 

I. God, through Jesus death, forgives our sins (Mt 6:12a)
1. Sin created an obligation or “debt” to God that cannot be repaid. 
2. God, through the debt paid by Jesus’ death, forgives sin.
3. Man owes obedience to God because of the debt forgiven.

II. Releasing others of sins is evidence of experiencing God’s forgiveness (6:12b, 14-15)
1. Those who receive forgiveness are so possessed with gratitude to God that they in turn will eagerly forgive those who are “debtors” to them. 
a. If we don’t forgive, it is evidence that we haven’t experienced forgiveness ourselves.
2. This is demonstrated negatively by the example of the wicked servant (Matt. 18:32-35).
3. This one condition that Jesus sets for the disciple who would pray this prayer–readiness to forgive.


Homiletical (Application) – God, through Jesus’ death, forgives your sin. Therefore, by experiencing his grace, you should forgive sins committed against you.

I. Your first need is to receive forgiveness (Mt 6:12a).
1. Parable of the wicked servant
a. Everyone of us are like that slave. We stand before an almighty God and no amount of performance could ever pay of the debt. There’s no amount of money you could have to buy it off. 
2. Because you and I are not perfect and have all sinned, it created an obligation or “debt” to God that you cannot repay. 
a. The word for “debt” is opheilema, whereas Luke uses hamartia, “sin” (Luke 11:4). These are basically equal expressions, but with the additional nuance in Matthew that humans owe obedience to God.
b. Story – A little boy wanted to buy the Washington monument.
3. Through the debt paid by Jesus, your sins can be forgiven by accepting his grace through faith in Christ (Eph. 2:8).
a. Horace Bushnell “Forgiveness is man’s deepest need and God’s highest accomplishment.”
4. TRANSITION - What sort of attitude should you have attitude if you’ve experienced God’s grace? 
a. You and I owe obedience to God because of the debt forgiven.
II. Your second need is to release forgiveness (Mt 6:12b, 14-15).
1. This is demonstrated negatively by the example of the wicked servant (Matt. 18:32-35).
a. No matter how bad we may feel about the wrong, it is nothing compared to what God has forgiven us in terms of his grace and dying on the cross and forgiving us.
2. Your ability to forgive sins is the natural sign that you have experienced forgiveness and have a Kingdom attitude.
a. Receiving God’s forgiveness is the foundation for releasing others of hurting you.
b. If you don’t forgive, it is evidence that you haven’t experienced repentance and forgiveness ourselves.
c. What forgiveness is not?
i. Forgiveness is not forgetting sin.
ii. Forgiveness is not minimizing sin.
iii. Forgiveness is not enabling sin.
3. The one condition that Jesus sets (6:14-15) for this prayer - your readiness to forgive.
4. Closing Image – Quaker prayer with hands receiving and releasing.



Transcript

Have you ever been deeply hurt by someone? I don’t mean like the neighbor ran over your rose bush hurt, I mean like your afraid to see this person in the grocery store hurt because of the pain it reminds you of? The fact is that we’ve probably been wronged and wronged others before.

We are talking about the sixth phrase of the Lord’s Prayer found in Matthew 6.
2 Great Needs About Forgiveness

Forgive us our debts (or sins) as we have forgiven our debtors (or those who have sinned against us).

It’s the only phrase that our Lord adds an appendix to in verse 14 where he says “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”

If you were to go to Mathew 18:21-35, Jesus tells a story that gives us some back drop to this phrase. 

Parable of the Wicked Servant
It’s a story about a king in ancient times who had a great cohort of servants. One of his servants happened to owe his king what would amount to in our currency several million dollars. The point is that no servant even working a lifetime could earn enough to repay the debt he owed to his king. So finally the king wanted it repaid and the servant begged for mercy and eventually the king says I’ll forgive the debt. 

So that servant goes out massively relieved as you can imagine (brother’s like “I’m off the hook). He remembers that he has a friend (fellow servant) who owes him a few dollars. Not several million but probably what a common worker could earn in one day or one-week max. He finds this servant friend and he says, “BTW I want my money and I want it now.” The guy does the same routine, “Oh, I can’t pay it now please have mercy on me.” 

But the servant instead of forgiving him like the king did the bible says that he grabs him by the neck and he starts shaking him by the neck. He’s going bizerk and the guy says pay me pay me and the other one responds I cant pay you.  He literally has his fellow servant locked up until he can get a few bucks from him. The guy is so distressed by this and it is reported to the king. The king says I forgave all your debt and you wouldn’t even forgive this fellow a few bucks.  The king turned him over to be tortured until he could pay every cent of that million that was owed (brother messed with the wrong king). 

I like the words of Horace Bushnell “Forgiveness is man’s deepest need and God’s highest accomplishment.”

That’s our greatest need…to be forgiven.

Our first need is to receive forgiveness. 

Everyone of us are like that slave. We stand before an almighty God and no amount of performance, no amount of money; no amount of anything could ever pay off the debt of our sin. There’s no amount of money you could have to buy it off. On my best day, my self’s righteousness is filthy rags.  It’s until you realize your own filthiness of sin that you realize God’s full greatness. 

Story – A little boy was visiting the Washington monument and he looked at a park ranger and one point to the Washington monument and said “I want to buy the Washington monument.” The park ranger said well son how much money do you have? The kid pulled a quarter out of his pocket. Ranger said son I don’t think that will buy the monument. The kid dug a little deeper and pulled out a few more pennies. Ranger said son if you had 40 million dollars you couldn’t buy this monument. In fact, the ranger said, the Washington monument is not for sale. On top of that, if you are an American citizen you already own the Washington monument. 

I’d like to share three things with you about receiving forgiveness:

1. No amount of performing, purchase power, good works, could ever provide for you what you owe the king by the virtue of your sin. 
2. Your forgiveness is not even for sale. God wont work that way. He doesn’t play the deserve game, he doesn’t play the performance game, your forgiveness isn’t even for sale. You can’t buy it, you can’t earn, and you don’t deserve it.
3. But if you are a citizen of the Kingdom, you already have it in Christ. 

That is the crushing consequence that our sin causes. Without his forgiveness we are separated from God.

Christ blood so radically eradicated your sins that he treats you as if you’ve never sinned before. Trash your past. Let me tell you, this is your greatest need. We need the crushing load of guilt lifted from us. We need the wall between us and God removed and it happens only one way. Not me performing for it but Jesus dying for it. 

That our greatest need…to be forgiven.

Our second need is to release forgiveness.

The travesty of this servant and king story is that the king had forgiven him so much and he wasn’t willing to forgive his fellow servant a little. No matter how much someone has hurt us. No matter how bad we may feel about the wrong, it is nothing compared to what God has forgiven us in terms of his grace, dying on the cross, and forgiving us. 

Jesus talks about a sort of spiritual artery clogging that happens when we receive forgiveness but refuse to release forgiveness. He says it will impede your capacity to receive God’s forgiveness. D.A. Carson says this is the unpardonable sin in Matthew.

There’s a difference in our attitudes because of what Christ has done in us.

A lot of people struggle with forgiveness (and I completely understand) and let me tell you what forgiveness is not…

1. Forgiveness is not forgetting sin. You may still recall the event. It’s good to forgive and forget but that may not happen. Forgiveness means that the poison is gone.

2. Secondly forgiveness is not minimizing sin. It’s not like if someone breaks in and steals your stuff you should say here’s my stereo. NO, call the police. There are consequences. Sometimes I feel that people are like well I forgive and oh well. Forgiveness is not minimizing and somehow is trite with sin. Forgiveness means facing the horror and forgiving deeply. 

3. Thirdly, forgiveness is not enabling sin. Perhaps there has been a situation with abuse or neglect or ongoing manipulation. Maybe they need to be confronted. Maybe they need all the consequences of the law. Maybe a line needs to be drawn. Forgiving does not mean that evil goes unchallenged. 

Forgiving means refusing to take revenge. You say, “Mike let them  off the hook?” Well you let them off your hook and let them rest on God’s hook. God says vengeance is mine. 

This is where forgiveness begins to release you. The distress of unforgiveness can kill you. It’s the place where you release them and it releases you.

When you forgive you are refusing to continue to be abused by the person or event that hurt you. 

Your greatest need is to be forgiven
You release forgiveness towards others and then you release yourself from the past.

God, through Jesus’ death, cancels your sin debt and forgets your sin. Therefore, by understanding his grace, you should forgive sins committed against you.

Closing Image – Quaker Prayer (it’s a process, maybe we need to start the process and this prayer is the beginning of the healing, 

If it’s really difficult to forgive a couple of practical things:
1. I encourage to get on your knees in prayer, take a sheet of paper, write down the name of the person, and write your feelings. 
2. Take that sheet a paper and picture yourself taking that person to an altar and imagine the blood of Jesus pouring on that person and paper. You might have to live with the consequences but you swing off that guilt associated with it. 
3. Then tear up that paper, burn it, whatever
4. Then pray God help me. God take this pain that has perhaps fueled my attitude for years. 
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