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U.T.F. Christmas at the Preston’s 

 

We had a GREAT 
time this year at our 
annual Christmas 
Party for Planters & 
Pastors and families. 

While the kids watched Cars projected on the closet 
doors in the office, the adults hung out together sharing 
Christmas memories, wishes and a TON of food. (The 
kids got to eat, too of course…)  

Pictured are Margot Chrystal holding our dog Sport, 
Pastor Woody Robinson with some goodies for later and 
Margot’s Dad, Dan chatting with Pastor Dave Smith and 
good friend and former administrator of Compton 
Outreach Center, Jason Urbanski. 

 
More Christmas 

Here is Becky and a couple of friends from the Model A 
club decorating a car for the Wilmington Christmas 

Parade. We had a 
BLAST… 

After the Lord 
lovingly provided 
our “dream car” (a 
1929 Model A 
Tudor Sedan), we 
joined the local 
Model A club 
where we’ve 
made some new 

friends that we pray may experience Jesus’ love through 
our hearts this year…Please join us in prayer for them 
because they are part of the 10 Million we’re called to.  

 

Honduras Called! 

Actually it was Fred Cottriel that called…He gave Steve 
the opportunity to go with him to Honduras the first 2 
weeks of November.  

He’s involved in renovating a “Gi-normous” building to 
become the first ever Latin America Child Care High 
School. It will double as a vo-tech High School in the day 
and an Adult-ed facility in the evenings, offering 
programs in computers, welding, and many other skills. 
The building will also house a medical clinic and 
classrooms for ministerial training. 

What our 
team did was 
continue the 
physical work 
in preparation 
for the 
dedication 
(which will be 
about the 
time you see 
this 
newsletter). 

Here, the photographer 
caught the only time Steve 
actually worked on the 
building. Most of his time was 
spent in doing the electrical 
layout and then going into 
town EVERY day to purchase 
materials. He even learned 
how to order electrical 
supplies in Spanish! 

Thanks for your faithful giving and prayers allowing us to 
be able to be part of this awesome adventure. 

 

More Model A  

Dressed as a 1930’s Oklahoma preacher, Steve is ready 
to head off to Lynwood Worship Center for their 
Halloween Night Outreach. We gave out a “Tudor full of 
candy” (thanks to Life 
Center, Lakewood for all 
the sweets) and had a 
wonderful time ministering 
to kids in Jesus’ name. 
Your investment is at 
work in all kinds of ways, 
sometimes even in 
costume…  
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Looking past 06 into 2007 

The transition from one year to the next provides an 
opportunity to assess what happened last year and 
where we want to go in the new one. We make decisions 
to lose weight, begin jogging or finally throw out the TV 
and take up basket weaving (underwater, of course!). 
That dynamic is the same for ministries as it is for 
individuals, so we would like to take this opportunity to 
include you in our “assessment” as 2006 becomes 2007: 

First off, I can say that neither of us is satisfied with 
where we are today. 10 Million people in Urban SoCal 
are still lost. We can’t be satisfied until that number 
decreases significantly.  

Of course, what you have seen reported in each 
Cityscape is good! The Retreat, Mentor Tree sessions 
and “social gatherings” for our planter/pastors have 
borne great fruit. The Urban Leadership Institute has 
successfully conducted five sessions (most with two 
classes per session) and has facilitated our student’s 
progress toward ministerial credentials.  

Beyond what we have done, we have learned so very 
much. As the saying goes, we learn more from failure 
than we do from success, and sometimes it feels like 
2006 was a University degree’s worth of learning.  

On the positive side of the learning curve, we have 
been blessed to experience formal and informal training 
and mentoring situations that have enriched us. We 
thank those who continue to pour their lives into ours as 
we grow into this ministry! We especially thank Fred and 
Lucille Cottriel, our friends and mentors in this journey of 
faith. 

2006 was a year of learning new ways of 
understanding Church Planting. Culminating in our 
National A/G Church Planting Summit in December and 
in counsel from our S.C.D.C. Church Planting Director 
(Assistant Supt. Dave Gable), we have found new 
models for Urban Church Planting that we are going to 
work with in 2007 and beyond. 

Flowing out of “the school of 2006,” Becky and I have 
decided to plant a church ourselves this new year! We 
believe it will be a learning/training exercise to not only 
try on new methodologies ourselves but to train those 
we mentor and befriend as well.   

To launch this activity, we have invited a very eclectic 
group to our home for a meeting in January. We call it 
our “Focus Group on Contemporary Urban Church 
Planting.” (a pretentious but aptly descriptive title). 
Those we have invited are friends, family and 
acquaintances that are for the most part unchurched and 
in some cases have no relationship to Jesus. Some are  

 

church “lifers” that are burned out on formal church and 
others are experimenting with developing their own 
religion as they look for God’s love.  

Along with this “plant,” Steve will be meeting with one 
of the preeminent practician/theoreticians of Church 
Planting for mentoring. And he’s agreed to teach Church 
Planting at Latin American Bible Institute with the intent 
of using the students as a research team to explore as 
we learn together 

That’s the general vision for the year. Here is our list of 
specific goals for 2007 from which to measure it’s 
success next January: 

a. Develop the core group for the  “Focus Group” 
church and begin the planting process 

b. Quarterly prayer meetings at locations in Urban 
SoCal where you are invited to join us on 4 Saturday 
mornings as we meet to pray for 10 million lost 
people in Urban SoCal. See below for info… 

c. Continuing our mentoring of existing and new 
Planters and Pastors through one on one sessions, 
fifth Saturday Mentor Tree meetings and our annual 
Retreat 

d. More group building through social gatherings (like 
the Christmas party at our house) and networking 
between the Planter/Pastors  

e. Visit the main service of each our U.T.F. churches at 
least 3 times this year  

f. Either see the Urban Leadership Institute “take off” 
with a cadre of teachers and students anxious to 
plant churches, or put it back “in the hangar” until the 
time is right. The concept is sound…but we are not 
sure the time is as right as we thought it was. 

We ask you to join us in prayer for the lost, and in 
prayer for our “experimental” church plant as a place 
where hurting and broken people meet Jesus. We ask 
you to continue to stand with us in all the activities that 
cause us to fulfill our mission to Plant and Renew 
Churches Reaching SoCal’s Cities. 

As always, we thank you for caring about us and 
about the lost of our field, Urban SoCal. We thank God 
for your hearts to pray and to give. Becky and I simply 
do not have the ability to follow this call without you. So 
THANK YOU from full and appreciative hearts.  

1st PRAYER GATHERING: Sat Jan 27, 2007 @ 9 am. 
Meet at the bandstand in front of the entrance to 
Olivera Street (across from Union Station) 

 


